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Nov. 20th, 1843 •

P-rofessor C. D. MEros, M. D.

Sir,- At a meeting of the students of Jefferson Medical College, Nov. 14, 1843, vy. W. TowNSEND, of Pa., in the
chair, J. F. MILLER, of Ala., was elected secretary, and the
undersigned were appointed a committee to address you in behalf of the Class, requesting a copy of your very excellent Introductory Lecture for publication; of which, Sir, they cannot
avoid expressing to you their high admiration; and their assurance, on listening to its delivery, in your own and peculiar style,
of the happy election that called you to the charge of your
branch in this school.
Accept, Sir, assurances of the high regard and esteem of
of your Class.
W. A. Bovo, N. C.
C. H. BRESSLER, Philada.
W. J. WooDs, S. C.
FREDERIC RoBIE, Me.
DEAR
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OLIVER B. KNODE, Md.
JoHN S. CARPENTER, Pa.
THos. A. GRAVES, Geo.
W. L. ANTONY, Ala.
JoHN S. BAYN, Va.
G. BAILEY, N. Y.
DANA, N. H.
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H. C. JoHNS, Ohio.
S1LAS S. BROOKS, Mass.
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H.K. W. BOARDMAN, Conn.
THos. M. FERGUSON, Canada.
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J. C. NEvEs, South America.
J. VoN BRITTON, West Indies.
S. EMANUEL, Miss.
J. C. CoLvAN, Del.
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Nov. 20th, 1843.
GENTLEMEN,-1 have the honour to acknowledge, with
thanks, the receipt of your communication of this date.
Permit me to assure you of the grateful sense I have of the
kind consideration of the Class ; with whose wishes, as to my
Introductory Lecture, I am happy to comply.
I am, gentlemen, with the greatest respect,
Your obliged friend and servant~
CH. D. MEIGS.
PHILADELPHIA,

~o Messrs. Wnr. A. BoYD, Cn. H~

BRESSLER,

WM. J . Woons, &c. &c.

I

INT RO DU CTO RY .

'

Gent leme n of the Med ical Class, it is my purp ose to ask
your atten tion this even ing to some observations on the medical prof essio n~vi ewed in the light of its pow er, and its
oblig ation s; its pow er to benefit man kind by its min istry its obligations upon all those who ente r upon the stud y and
practice of it, with a right spiri t and unde rstan ding .
My prov ince in this college, is to teach the Principles and
Prac tice of Midw ifery ; but, to the professorship I ha veth e
hono ur to hold, is adde d the furth er duty , of addr essin g instruc tion to the classes upon the diseases of wom en and
children. This is a most qbvious and exten sive depa rtme nt
of medical instruction, the admi nistr ation of whic h give s the
chai r a wide , exte nded supervision over a varie ty of affections, both medical and chiru rgica l; as well as over an interesti ng and useful part of physiology and anato my.
It may be that some of my respe cted audi tors will look
upon me as too arrog ant, in assu ming in this intro duct ory
discourse, to spea k gene rally upon the medi cal profe ssion ;
and wou ld rathe r, that confining myse lf with in the rigorous
limits of a mere specialty in medicine, I shou ld adhe re to,
and treat of that alone. But I have alrea dy addr essed to the
classes of this insti tutio n t,vo discourses that have been
print ed, on the subje ct of midw ifery pr?per, so that it seem s
needless to go over the grou nd a third time ; and I must , on
this occasion, beg gent leme n to bear in mind wha t I just
now said as to the very grea t scope of my depa rtme nt. Indeed ! am not I a phys ician ? Is there not laid upon me
the obligation to treat all sorts of n1aladies to whic h the persons whos e natu re I stud.v are obno xiou s; infla mma tions ,
fevers, neuroses, surg ical accidents and disorders? Am I not
daily boun d to make and describe the most difficult diagnoses
,vith a nice and pain ful discrimination? and ough t I not then
11
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though they have seep. us, and looked in our old familiar
faces these two thousand years: they never have lived
without physicians a1nong them, and they never will be
able to dispense with our skill and our attentions in any
state of society, civilized or savage. The most erroneous views are held of us even in the intellectual classes
of society, and of those who are not well informed,
how vast is the number who confidently approach
to seek, not our counsel, but a cure-not a sagacious recommendation of a prudent method, but an unconditional
rescue from impending death-not a prescription, but a
masterful' abrogation, in their behalf, of the law of nature
and the will of God.
If, indeed, gentlemen, we had set ourselves up to
this height of impudent boasting, the charge might well
lie at the door.. But we have never made any such
bold claims to power. It is the fault either of the people
themselves to believe us possessed of these powers-or
it is the fault of the venders of nostrums, who advertise,
with supreme audacity, their ability not only to relieve the
distressed, but to cure, absolutely an_d unconditionally, (except for the consideration,) all the possible forms that disease
may assume-even the most hideous and mortal forms of
cancer or consumption. As we have no means of protecting ourselves against their intrusion, we are compelled to
stand cheek by jowl with them, in the eyes of the people,
and bear on our o,vn shoulders the burthensome load of
defamation, which, as applied to physicians, is a libel, b-u t
to them is the mere sober truth.
·
We are greatly injured by the superstitious credulity of
mankind· on the subject of medicine and its powers ; a credulity which not only delivers them blindfold into the
hands of rapacious quacks and charlatans, but exposes us
to the insulting sneer of the uncertainty of our art, the
vagueness of its purposes and processes, the revolutions it
frequently undergoes,-and which, moreover, taxes her
with the multitudinous proofs of her incapacity to arrest of
his stroke-him, who once and for all of us, must come to

us
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stan d befo re us, with his mort al emblen1s in his hand s. I
com plain that we are misu nder stoo d, I comp lain that the
peop le look for more pow er at our hand s than hath ever
been , or ever can be, depo sited in them . For sure ly if they
knew us, as we know ourse lves, they wou ld seek for no
grea ter bene fits than those we can dispe nse, nor char ge us
with a weak ness and inco mpet ency ,vhic h we have neve r
denie d. All that I desir e is simp ly this : that we shou ld be
appr eciat ed for wha t we are, and for no more , and for no
l~ss.
Gentlen1en, is it inev itabl e for our beau tiful and ancie nt
and bene ficia l philo soph y to be so misa ppre hend ed, and
ever rega rded as a myst ery far beyo nd our pow er to master it, and still furth er abov e the comp rehe nsion of the
peop le?
Let us inqu ire.
If we cons ider the natu ral cons tituti on of the race of man ,
we shall see it frail and feeble, b_o th in its mora l and physical aspe cts. The mom ent he enter s upon the stage of
exist ence , man is attac ked by num erou s pow ers that tend
to destr oy him; so that, from the first brea th he draw s, or
the first leap of his hear t, he is in insta nt and press ing conflict with the caus es of destr uctio n, who se arrow s fly unseen at noon -day , and ever attac k and wou nd him till, by the
deca denc e of year s, or the inter vent ion of accid ent or disease , he brings his boso m to the last thro b-an d then the fight
is over ; it is so with ever y man that come s into the worl d.
Thes e peFnicious agen ts perp etual ly expo se him to mala dies, man y of whic h find an easy cure in reme dies, the
know ledg e of the natu re and appli catio n of whic h cons titute s
a grea t item in the sum of hum an happ iness ; happ iness
whic h is impossible in disease, and whic h finds its term in
deat h.
Now to stud y out the natu re of these diseases is a long stud y,
and to learn the use of these reme dies is a long art- an impossible acqu isitio n for the gene rality . It mus t be a spec ial
stud y and purs uit; it must be an art, a busin ess, a calli ng,
a profession. The mass cann ot give them selve s to it-th ey

\

j

(

•

\

J

/

9

)

are busy elsewhere. Some to the chase -s01n e to the pasture- some to the field -som e are busied with the shut tlesome with the engin e-som e sail on the high seas to bring
from distan t ports the productions of other industries, other
arts, other skill, other clime s-for some the wear y lamp expires only with the dawn -som e wield the battle blad esome point the dread ful gun. Men are a busy, busy race necessarily so, since the fiat fell upon them , that in the
swea t of their brow they shoul d eat their bread .
Medicine, like other pursuits, must then be a distinct
profession. Wha t an hono urabl e one) To belon g to it
gives the privilege to know the natur e of man, physi cal
and intellectual, in healt h and sickness. It is to be a ppoint ed the conservators of the know ledge of man' s natur e,
and to aid in transm itting from age to age ,vith perpe tual
augm entati ons, the . know ledge of all the agent s that
chang e, and reform and impro ve, and protra ct and prote ct
his existence, his life itself. The medic al art is one of
man' s necessities, Its powe r to benefit him hath been recognised from gener ation to gener ation ; amon g the most
barba rous hordes, in the remo test villages, amid st court s
and palaces, the daily ministrations of the physi cian are
perfo rmed , and this from the remo test times.
Whe n Poda lirius and Mach aon enjoy ed the envia ble
confidence of the heroes of the Iliad assembled unde r the
walls of Troy , is there any doub t that the pestilence and
woun ds of that famous plain were shorn of mllch of their
morta l violence and terror by the sons of JEscu lapiu s,
those ministers of healt h. Fro1n that day to the prese nt
hour -from Cos to the high Perg amen ian-f rom Rome
to the court s of the Abas sides -from the sage of Aqua pendente to the philo sophe r .of Gott ingen -to the Bord eus,
the Hunt ers, the Hufe lands , the Solayres, the Syde nham s
Rush es and Velpe aus, hath not our medical philo sophy run
a race, both swift and stron g, and hath our noble science
borne indee d, a bann er so long in the world, that its very
hues shoul d not be know n to day? Shall all the truth and
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po,ver gathered from so many gifted minds in so long a
record, be view ed as super huma n on the one hand , or on
the other as fruitless, uncer tain and wave ring 7 When ce
then the credulity of son1e, the distrust and contempt of
others, and the preva lent misunderstanding of our true
_
natur e, in the whol e world ?
Gentlemen, some of the very earliest fruits of our medical philosophy, are, like the first beautiful imaginings of
the arts of poetr y and eloquence and architecture, so nigh
to perfection, that like them , they canno t be improved, nor
even imitated now. How do we admi re and feel astonished at the powe r of genius, when we behold its fruits in
the glories of the Parth enon ,or in the encha nting productions
of the Grecian chise l," No man hath seen me ; how then
thou, O, Praxi teles ?" Such was an epigr aph for the Medi..
cean statu e; that divine conception of exquisite, perfect,
immortal youth and beaut y. The Hom eric Epic, and its
felicitous imitation, the JEnei d, are each the productions of
the early but full grow n and manl y powe rs of the mind ;
whic h start ed into existence and leaped to immortality, so
to speak , with the very birth of Poesy. These , thoug h we
admi re them , for their intrinsic excellence, we admire them
the more, as so unexpected, so sudden, so like the conceptions of a super huma n understanding; as the arche types of
all that shall follow.
But these things that belong to the world ! Are they
more admirable than the work s of ithe fathe r of medicine;
work s that belong not to the world, for the world know s
them ,not, and neve r can know them ;". but to us, to whom
they have been beque athed from a time-honoured ancestry; to us, physicians, ministers appointed to be the protectors, the solace and hope of thousands, yea, of millions
of our fellow-mortals, who, ignor ant of their natur es, and
their want s, could not dispense with the scienca and the
skill so necessary for them , yet so unatt ainab le, excep t by
the mean s of a separ ate, a distinct profession.
To us, I say, hath enure d· the benefit of the rich legacy
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of a Founded Science. What a wonderful capacity, that
of the Coan sage! ,v-hat deep, profound observation of the
inner workings of the recondite life causes! what perfect
discrimination among the tenebrous confusion of the vital
phenomena ! What foresight like prophecy! Made too,
in an age when no glimpse was yet obtained of the Harvean
invention. Long before Pecquet, or Rudbeck, or Aselli
ever lived; or ever Chemistry had come, the Ithuriel of
Nature, to touch as with a celestial spear, her sleeping and
amorphous mass, rudis-indigestaquet moles-that like the
foul and ugly toad that lay, sleeping by Eve in Eden, she
should start into form and feature,and declare herself to us as
she is and what she is_- great, beautiful. Long before
Ehrenberg, and Schleiden, and Barry, and Von Baer, had
opened to us the portals of a new world of analysis,
wherein ,ve may behold the consecutive steps of evolution from the rudimental cyloblast, the mother-cell, up to
the complete edification and constitution of all the organisms
of this 1nost wonderful microcosm. Hippocrates, gentlemen, is the great paradigm of medical men.
He
founded us as on ·a rock. His productions, seeing the immense difficulty of the task, are among the most surprising results of intellectual capacity and toil. This I say,
not as animated by a sudden enthusiasm-but as speaking
what is confirmed by the sober voice of ages. How can
I doub~, ,vhen in its very day spring, our philosophy
could endow itself with such power-how can I doubt
its truth, its po,ver, its benificence, ,vhen I reflect upon the
rich ~ddition to its stores, that have been so long accumulating.
·
Those ·w ho have abused us as a body commonly cast
upon us the reproach of being a conjectural p·e ople. They
have iterated, and reiterated the charge-the uncertainty of
medicine. In what respect are we conjectural ? Is the
husbandman conjectural when he casts the seed upon the
bosom of the earth in season, that it may be sure of the
early and the latter rain ? Who shall make sure the gallant
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Argosi~, that she shall "not scatter all her spices upon the
stream, and strew the roaring waters with her silks.'' Is the
advocate ever sure as·to the jury ballot ; or can the politician
foreknow the direction of the political bubble, as it floats on
the breath of the giddy multitude? Who is he that can lift
the veil that ever recedes before the hurried feet of t~me, to
see what rests behind its awful folds? Who can over leap
the present in order to anticipate the future ? Uncertainty !
yes, uncertainty and doubts rest upon all the future of the
sons of men. But on that account to single out our art as conjectural is to n1align and libel the great, ,vise, and good men
who have devoted their lives to its study and practice. The
certainty of medicine is so great as to satisfy the reasonable
and dispassionate judgn1ent of its enlightened followers, as
contributing, in the highest degree, to the melioration of
man's necessitous state. Even its maligners adm~t this,
and Petrarch himself, amidst the unmeasured obloquy·
of his famous invectives, commends to his patron Cl~ment
the VI. a physician, "Scientia et fide conspicuum.'' Such
an one, and none other, is a physician. Who is it that is
bold enough to contend, that notwithstanding the fluctuations of fashion, the rise and fall of theories, and what is
called revolutions in medicine, there have not been from the
earlist time to the present, men devoted to it, whose usefulness to their fellow creatures, was great as that whic~ may
be boasted by the highest dignitaries of our art in the nineteenth century ! Let history show their power and greatness-it is written, and the names of Hippocrates himselfof Celsus, of Arreteus, of Fernel, Riverius and Sydenham,
ar~ sufficient for the reply.
.
What is it that we may claim to have done? Are we
not in full possession of a most minute special, and a most
philosophical general anatomy ? ~re not the physiological
functions clearly made known? Is not the amount of pathological information vast,accurate,and available for the treatment-our materia medica, is it not admirable for the order,
neatness, and efficacy of its constituents? In the treatment

.
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of an irnmense range of maladies, is not the success equal to
any reasonable expectation ? Do we not feel and kno\v
that we daily rescue, yes, rescue, the victims of disease from
suffering, and pluck them from danger-and. have we not
reason to rejoice in the powers of a ministry so beneficent,
although the dream of the Rosycrucian can never be
fulfilled, nor an elixir of immortality be ever looked for to
nullify the law of our nature, which is but dust, and must
return to dust. Physicians do not take into their hands as
a deposit the great gift of life, under contract to restore iton penalty of indictment for breach of trust. All that we
pretend to is, that we are able, in a vast majority of the
cases committed to our care, to give such counsel, and order
such methods as may prevent, or remedy the derangement
of the bodily functions introduced and maintained by the
causes of disease.
We kno,v what it is we can do. It is the people who
look to us tor more than we pretend to offer, when they
con1e to us to buy health at a price.
The cure of a disease in reality means the care of it. A
precise analogy exists between the power of the minister of
religion and the minister of health. Does the cure of souls
devolve upon him, a ,veak and frail worm, the responsibilityof restoringto the fold those, whoincurablywicked,and
steeped in iniquity, would not believe though one should
arise from the dead ? His sole responsibility is honestly and
faithfu11 y to discharge his functions according to an enlightened conscience. So with us-we will make no contract of
restoration; that is beyond both the po,ver and the conscience. We should say, or be understood to say, " you_are
disordered, your malady depends upon such or such a
cause, its tendencies are of such or such a nafure. It is evi
dent you are not possessed of the means or information ne- ·
cessary for your government under the ·c ircumstances.
There are certain things that it is expedient for you to do,
and others that you are carefully to a void doing. I can,
and will, if you please, counsel you as to both. The result
2 -
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of the mala dy with whic h you are affected cann ot be fore- _
know n. Ther e is grea t prob abili ty that it will be favo urable if you act wise l~; wher eas, an injud iciou s tneth od
migh t aggr avat e, and t ~en rend er it fatal. For the most
part, the treat men t of su~h a case, may be conf ident ly resorte d to as mean s ofdresto ratio n." I-low can it be othe r,vise with a phys ician thoro ughl y disciplined, and infor med
in the use of all the resou rces for such a serv ice- who hath
garn ered alCth at hath been heret ofore learn ed of his art,
into a mind shar pene d by long prac tice, clear , logic al, its
perc eptiv e faculties enha nced and stren gthe ned by long use
of them in this sole direc tion, with enth usias m, for years .
Is it supp osab le that such an one coul d con1e into the
prese nce of a sick n1an with out disce rning , by a sort of intuitio n almo st, wha t is wron g in his syste m, wha t is wan ting for the trea!.m ent ! Or if, in an obsc ure affection, he
shou ld enco unte r some difficulty at ftrst, wha t shall he do
in the case ? He know s that there are three grea t vital
func tions on whic h are depe ndan t both life and dea ththose of the brain , the hear t, and the lung s. Life rests on
this tripo d; and if, like the Ener gum ene of Delp hi, she will
give no respo nse elsew here , the truth can al,va ys be extorte d from her here . Forc e her to take this posit ion, and
then , no matt er wha t throe s of pain , wha t writh ing convulsi ons, wha t stolid silence may have barr ed out the truth ,
her respo nses may be ,vrun g frorn her reluc tant lips. She
cann ot conc eal them in the remo test recess or cave rn over
whic h you have soug ht her vatic inati ons.
The true diagn osis is almo st neve r impossible. The diag nosis by exclu sion can disco ver the secre t, wha teve r rare and
stran ge disgu ise it may assum e. Ask the sens es-it is not
there . The intel lecti on-n o ! The resp irati on-t he circu latio n -th e chylo poies is - the; artic ulat ions - weig h the
rate and pow er of each sepa rate func tion, and can natu re's
secre t esca pe your inqu isitio nl and then your pow er! The
cons tituti on of the bloo d-ca n you not augm ent or lesse n
its crasi s? The calorific pow ers- can you heig hten or
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lower them? When the blood flies like a boiling torrent
along the tubes, or dashes, with the force of a projectile,
against the organs, to demolish and rend them to pieces,
you can often guide it at \Vill, and with your lenient hand
mitigate and soothe -it in its wildest moods. You can do
all this, gentlemen, and yet the law of nature remains ever
imperative. Among the thousands who languish and appeal to you for succour, some there must .be, who, touched
with an immedicable lesion, are hastei;iing to the narrow
house appointed for all tlie living. Are these the opprobria of our art? or does it not truly gather some of its highest triumphs where, instead of abandoning to the sharpness
of remediless pain, it knows how to protract and to console
the inevitable hour, to smooth the pillow of the dying, and
make the precipice of the dark, the gloomy grave, a gentle
decline, and a smoother way?
How unjust, then, to charge upon us the inefficacy of our
science ! I repeat it, that it is not our fault to claim too
much. No true physician goes to the house of the sick man
with offers of restoration in his hands. No; he feels that
he enters that dwelling as a minister of God, who, by his
grace, had enabled him to learn the long lesson of the wis
dom of ages; to disentangle and unroll the concatenated
web of life ; to pursue and detect it in its most secret crypts
and channels, and extort thence the confession of the principles by which the organisms both exist and con.sist, and
by which is carried on this wondrous fratne. i~ot only
hath he studied out, with pains-taking, the arrangement and
use of each fine and delicate tube, of each attenuated thread;
but he has pondered on their co-workings when aggregated
into the consistence and form of organs, each under the law
of its normal delimitation. This hath a law of life different
from the _o ther, and is sentient under agents that awaken
no vital reaction elsewhere. And now, when the accumulation of the seekings of the learned and the good for ages
is fnll-,vhen the fruits of deep invention, and the revelations of fortunate accidents, and the whole sum of the vul-
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gar knowledg,e of medicine, vast as that is, is grasped in
his hands, shall it be pretended that his art is conjectural,
his prescription an hypothesis, and his cure a chance
med ley?
Let me repeat, in anot her form, observations I hav e alread y mad e a few minutes ago.
Wh en I am called to visit a person lying ill of some dan gerous malady, I say to him, or I conceive that I am understood to say to him, words to the following effect:
" Sir, you r life is in dang er of bein g lost, for thousands of
lives are lost und er circumstances app aren tly similar to
those in which you are placed. Ten s of thousands, on
the other hand, have been rescued from dang er equally
irnminent. Should you accept of my aid, and abide by
my prescription, it is not in my pow er to say wha t will be
the success of my efforts in you r behalf. Bot h you and I,
sir, are blind and errin g 1nortals ; and to both of us, to
you already sick, and to me, here in good health, is the
,vill of heaven, as to the length of our days a closed, a
sealed book. I can, and I do, with an honest purpose,
offer to advise you in this present strait, ,vith a sincere
desire to do you good, and to see you delivered from this
grea t danger. I am sure that I kno w perfectly well wha t
is the duty of a physician in the case. I will carefully
and ,visely administer such remedies as may be required,
or attainable. Let the event prove whe ther there be remedies in the world that are capable of modifying the
disorders that are now perverting you r health, and tending
to disorganize and destroy you r body. You kno w my
character, my pretensions, my right to you r confidence.
Judg e you, sir, whe ther I am wor thy to be entrusted with
so important an inte rest ; important in ~he last degree to
yourself, you r family and you r friends. Decide now ; if
there be any one found more wor thy of this high trust, call
that person, and let me go awa y."
If now , gentlemen, after such an understanding of his
position, and such a clear definition of mine, I should trea t
a
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that patient unsuccessfully, but with an honest intention,
and according to rules and by means sanctioned by both
reason and practice, how can I ever be accused of exercising an art that is conjectural-or be told that my
science, my skill, my resources are incompetent. Incompetent! In a thousand such cases, the visible, the undeniable effects of my ministry would be shown in his
restoration to health. Incompetent ! Yes incompetent to
bar out the will of Providence. Why, gentlemen,
it is ·God Almighty's work to decide the fate of all
men. It is not for an humble worm ; it is not for such as
I to say, I will control that wonderous work of man; I
will take heed that the thousand strings of this divine instrument shall each be attuned to the song of life ! Of LIFE!
Life e1nanates from the throne of God. He is the author
and the giver, and the sustainer of life. M·an's breath is
in his nostrils. He springeth up as a flower, and is cut
down; he fleeth away as a shadow and continueth not.
Earth to earth-ashes to ashes-dust to dust.
I knew a learned and wise German physician, of immense experience and power ; upon every prescription
that he ,vrote, was this superscription-mit huelfe Gottes ;
and the venerable Ambrose Pare, the good old Ambrose,
when he tells us of the sicknesses and ,vounds committed
to his care, in the long wars of his time, nnder the Kings
of France, and tells us of this gallant cavalier, or that
noble gentleman, who was sore wounded in the melee,
ends his relation with the words : "I dressed him, and
God healed hi1n."
Yes, gentlemen, when you administer, it is God that
shall heal the sick. It is the same parent of all life, by
whose will it is that the tender herb rises in the spring
time from the unfettered and dissolving soil ; he lifts up
her slender stem into the thin air, and clothes her head
with the yellow grain that is~destined to wave in our golden
harvest fields; every fragrant flower, each unfolding blos2*
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som, every blush ing fruit , is but anot her mani festa tion of
the all perv adin g Lije-cause,centered in and retur ning to him
alone . "Ign eus est ollis vigo r, tt crelestis origo semi nihu s."
The s,val low twitt ering in the straw built shed , the grim
cond or, whee ling his slow fligh t far, far abov e the cold glaciers of the loftie st Cord illera s; the myri ad insec ts that spor t in
the even ing sun beam -the infus ory tribe s, with their man tles of gold , and sapp hire, and emer ald, and ruby , and topas ;
the tinie st 1nin now in the shall owes t broo k; and the giga ntic
myst icetu s that dash es aside the grea test billo ws of the sea,
are all anim ated by one and the same vital princ iple, referri ble to the divin e po,v er and good ness alon e.H e send s it out like the swif t light ning , to FLAS H in the
free spac es he hath creat ed, and quic kly ,vith dra ws it that
it may no more be seen of mort al eyes . Or, he sets it up
a blazi ng shec hina h, to burn glori ously as the light of
man kind ; or he comm issio ns it wher e it shall draw out a
Jong . and starr y train , as it n1oves amo ng the orbs, or
rush es arno ng the sphe res, and from its horr iJ hair shak es
pestilence and war, whil e all eyes are turne d to look upon
its brigh t and beau tiful corru scati ons. Life proc eeds from
the grea t, first, last Life- caus e. But we 'are able to mod ify,
to chan ge, to prote ct, and even protr act it, as w e are also
capa ble to contr ol the pow ers of grav itatio n, of magn etism,
aud of the chem ical affinities.
E ven the hum ble bee, by an insti nct sure r than reaso n,
kno ws how to chan ge the whol e orga nizat ion of its race,
by prese nting a kind of food, whic h eleva tes into the high er
fu nctio ns of a male or fema le, one that ,vou ld othe rwis e
h ave rema ined desti tute of such facul ties and becon1e a
mere ,vork er. Wha t is it that the skill of man and the
power of natu re is uneq ual to?
So grea t is the po,v er of our art that man kind ackn owledge it by univ ersal cons ent. They have a cred ulous and supe rstiti ous rega rd for it. It is this prev alen t belie f, that indu ces them to supp ort a hord e of prete nder s and
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charl atans , who avail thems elves of the weak ness of the
vulga r to make a trade of ,vhat shoul d be a high minis try,
and have no furth er intere st in misfo rtune than as it advance s the consu mptio n of the nostr um. Woul d the peopl e
be so misled if they could really know them as they are,
and as we are? \Vhy , then, do we leave them in ignor ance
of our real natur e? It is becau se we are unref orme d of the
semi- barba rism from which our art emer ged long ago, but
in some of the vestm ents of which we still clothe ourselves.
At the dawn of letters in Euro pe every learn ed man was a
sort of n1ira cle-m edici ne was a myste ry, it ,vas allied to
divin ation , and there was necro manc y in it. It ,vas the day
of the horoscope, the Rosy cruci an-th e transm uter. It was
the day when the elixir of life was sough t for in the firmest
faith and hope. Notw ithsta nding her rapid strides, science
has not yet left behin d the stron g impre ss of the credu lousness and myste ry of an early age, and the fault is ours.
\Ve have disda ined to expla in to the people the natur e
and reaso ns of our actions. We have compelled thern to a
mute reliance upon our dicta, and when they are obliged to
ask our aid they must surre nder at discretion, and havin g
passed unde r the yoke they have learn ed nothi ng, excep t
that medicine is an enigm a too difficult for their solution.
So, when the nostr um-m onger make s a long parad e of his
farrag o, they take it upon an ignor ant and foolish faith,
yet a faith, after all, in the powe r of our art, and our po\ver.
We are great ly in want of a happ y reform in this partic ular. There is a senseless and un1neaning reluct ance to permit the patie nt to know what is to be done for him, and I
have even been enjoi ned in consultations to refrai n from
any expla natio ns of the action proposed, or of the natur e of
the remedies in use. Now , as our medic al agent s do not
act upon the phant asy, but on the stoma ch and bowe ls of
the patie nt,-a nd as it is no part of our function to use any
juggl ery in practice, I shoul d, for my own part, alway s prefer that my whole purpo se, ,vishes, and expec tation s, with
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their liability to disappointment, should be known. And I
feel sure, that it would be for the better if the practice could
exist among us of unveiling our art compl~tely, and showing it as it is ; truthful, powerful, beneficent, sure as possible.
If the fifteen thousand medical gentlemen in the United
States, endo,ved as they are with the fruits of educationintellectual men-men of probity, learned in all the wisdom
and philosophy of our science, and having close, intimate
professional relation with at least twelve millions of the
people, if they could be induced to give all such information upon their art as might readily be hnparted, in the daily
exercise of it, the people would soon clearly understand and
appreciate us. They would learn to discriminate between
us and the charlatans who now plunder and impose upon
the1n. Do you say that your art is a mystery ! it is too
deep for the ·people! Not so-it is no mystery-it is_mere
solid, useful, understandable knowledge.
You complain of quackery-you appeal to the Legislature to protect the unwitting people from so great an evil;
the Legislature cannot help you. Your persecution, your
contempt, your ridicule, are equally vain in opposition.
Take the beam out of your own eye, and then you shall
see to take the mote out of your brother's eye. Lay aside
all false pretences-teach the 12,000,000, with whom you
come into frequent contact, the true nature of your mission
in the world; a,nd when they know its power and its truth,
they ,vill feel the same respect for it that you do yourselves,
and then quackery will fall by its own inertia; it will be
weighed in the balance with true science, and will always
kick the beam. Science is always pure, al ways true, al,vays of good report. Ignorance and falsehood can acquire
vogue only by assuming the disguise of science, and ·w earing the symbols of truth. Let us take, then, the beam out
of our own eye, by laying aside all mystery and form, and
teach the t,velve millions how little it is that we can do for
them, aye, and how much-how very much!
}
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Do yo u still sa y tha t the people ca nn ot un
de rst an d? It
is ev en possible for us to convince the yo un
g; I ha d alm os t
sai d, ba be s an d sucklings. Le t me pro ve it
by an ex am ple .
Some time since, a fine bo y wa s da ng ero us ly
ill wi th pe rtussis, complicated wi th furious pn eu mo nia
. It wo uld be
difficult to find a sample of a pe rso n wh o
ha d so gr ea t an
av ers ion to the use of the lancet, the ve ry tho
ug ht of wh ich
wa s pa nic , an d the naµie of it ter ror , for
hin1. I ha d refrained from proposing it as a rem ed y, lon
ger tha n wa s
pru de nt, on this ve ry ac co un t; bu t at len
gth was obliged
to communicate my wi sh es to his paren
ts, wh o we re
shocked at my proposal, on ac co un t of the
ir kn ow led ge of
his feelings up on this point, bu t ye t ga ve a
rel uc tan t as se nt,
an d be ga n to sp ea k to him up on the subject.
,.fhe proposal
wa s followed by a most violent ebullition
ind ee d; his agitat ion ,va s manifested by screams, an d an
ex pre ssi on of
co un ten an ce indicating the gre ate st terror.
Hi s cries br ou gh t
on pa rox ys ms of the co ug h, tha t we re fri
gh tfu l; an d the
mo re the y urg ed , an d commanded, an d pe
rsu ad ed him by
tur ns , the more did he become dangerous}
y excited. Fa tig ue d at las t wi th the scene, I sai d to the m,
if yo u "'i ll be
sea ted , an d all ow me to sp ea k to yo ur son,
I am su re I ca n
ob tai n his consent. It is impossible ; yo u
ca n ne ve r pe rsu ad e him , sir. It is ou t of the question to
pe rsu e him.
l do n't wish to persuade, I wi sh only to convince ad
him. I
supposed the y tho ug ht my att em pt a rid
iculous one, bu t
the y too k the ir sea ts, an d the ch am be r ,va
s still. 1'Vhen
the child ha d ha d a little time for co1nposur
e, I ap pr oa ch ed
him an d said, - - , giv e me yo ur ha nd . I
,vo n't be ble d ;
I wo n't , I wo n't be bled. Ve ry well, the
n, do n't be bled.
I am no t going to bleed yo u, bu t to sp ea k
to yo u. Ha ve
patience to he ar wh at I am ab ou t to say.
I ge ntl y took
his ha nd , an d ha vin g felt his pulse a long tim
e, said, - - ,
yo ur pulse be ats ve ry violently ; it is as lar
ge an d as str on g
as a ma n's . I pu t my ha nd up on his br
ea st- He av en s !
wh at a violent be ati ng the re is here ! Does
no t yo ur br ea st
pa in yo u? An d yo ur forehead, it is as
ho t as fever ca n
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make it. See, how you breathe! You are breathing
seventy times a minute, ,vhich is fifty times in each minute
more than you ought to breathe-equal to three thousand
tirnes in an hour more than is right or safe. Your pulse is
one hundred and forty every minute-a great excess. It
seen1s to me that you can with difficulty breathe at all ;
and when the cough comes, it is almost enough to suffocate
you. Do you understand all this, sir ? let me e·x plain it.
Listen; your blood is excessively heated-and this pulse is
produced by that hot blood, which flies under my fingers
with the swiftness of an arrow, at every beat of your heart.
When your heart pulsates, it sends out a spout of hot blood
to your arm, to your foot; some to your head, to make it
ache and burn, and some to your breast, where the lungs
are. N o,v those lungs get too great a share ; they have so
much, that at this rnoment they are filled, choked, and red
as blood. They are so overloaded, that they hardly serve
you to breathe with, and soon they will be jammed so full,
that they will no longer do it-and then you must die.
Now here am I, the physician, appointed to say ,vhat
ought to be done to save you, if that be possible; and I
have said that you ought to be--I vvon't, I won't be bled.
Very well, don't be bled,-but let me talk to you. If you
should let me take a cupful of blood from your arm, I'll
tell you what would happen. You would breathe only·
thirty, instead of seventy, times~ minute; your heart would
beat more gently and slowly, which would lessen the headache ; your lungs, instead of receiving the blood with so
violent and jerking a force, would get it in cooler and softer
streams: they would be less red, less choked. You would
cough less, and more easily-once, perhaps, where you
now have three or four turns. You would sleep; and at
length begin to get well of this terrible malady. Do you
llnderstand n1e? Yes. What do you say, ~hen? am I,
the physician, after saying what is needful, what is proper,
to be told that you won't be bled? ~o, sir. Shall I bleed
you? Yes, sir. He put forth his arm, with as good
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an un de rst an di ng of m y motives, an d
as full a reliance on
th e success, as I had. I bled hi m ,v
ith ou t a wince or th e
lea st fear on his pa rt, an d he wa s resto
red, wh o, I be lie ve ,
wo ul d ha ve otherwise died th e de at h.
Le t no m an tell m e, af ter this exposit
ion, m ad e to a sic k
an d str an gl in g child, wh ich he th or ou
gh ly co m pr eh en de d,
th at the people ca nn ot be m ad e to un de
rs ta nd us. On th e contra ry , I sh all contend th at it is ea sy to
in fo rm th em well of
m uc h th at th ey ou gh t to kn ow , an d
wh ich , once kn ow n,
,vill teach th em to despise an d detect th
e impostors by wh om
th ey ar e n.ow misled, mistaking th em
for us.
It ha s be en the ha bi t of m y professio
nal life to conceal
no th in g of m y ar t from the pa tie nt , wh
en I found an y occasion to ex pl ain ; an d wh er e I ha ve be
st succeeded in im pa rti ng information, I ha ve found th
e m os t ·wllling ob edience to m y directions. Ta ke yo ur pe
ncil an d yo ur tablets,
an d wi th di ag ra m s an d in pl ai n lan gu
ag e n1ake yourselves
understood. M ak e th em un de rst an d
th at yo u kn ow w ha t
yo u do, an d w ha t_yo u desire to do, an
d th at yo ur processes
ar e founded in ac cu ra te information.
Do no t be m isu nd er stood for wh at yo u ar e not.
Th e po we r of yo ur ar t wi ll be some
times 1nade m an ifest in a more pu bl ic m an ne r. Your
da ily wo rk , like th at
of th e gr ea t ex em pl ar of morals, wi ll
be to go ab ou t do in g
good. An d ho ,v m an y sa d th ou gh ts
ar e dispelled by yo ur
cheerful smile, ho w m an y he ar ts m ad
e to leap up in to ho pe
an d gladness ag ai n, wh en yo u sh all
sa y ho pe -h op e ye t
on. H ow m an y wo un de d, br ok en sp
irits of pa re nt s an d
children to be he ale d ,v he n yo u sh all
sa y- Th e sto rm is
pa st, an d all th e clouds th at ho ve re
d up on yo ur ho us e,
ha ve gi ve n place to th e be am in g su n
of pe ac e an d jo y, an d
rescued life an d fortune. H ow m an y
tea rs sh all yo u dr y
up -f ou nt ai ns of th em ; bi tte r fountai
ns, th at , bu t for yo ur
m in ist ry , ha d we lle d up 'ti ll th e las t
th ro b of th e ac hi ng
he ar t. Th es e ar e yo ur silent, yo ur
un se en ministrations.
Bu t a hi gh public du ty aw ai ts yo u, wh
en yo u sh all ha ve
become established, th at m en sh all be
gi n ev er y wh er e to
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turn their eyes towards you, as a man of wisdom and
Knowledge. Even the state shall take occasion to be advised by you. She has rendered you, by her la,v, an
official person. She con1missioned us to inquire into your
pretensions and to give you her diploma, under her authority, and she will call you into her courts if she please,
when at a loss to decide certain questions affecting the
fortune, reputation, or life of a citizen. She will appeal to
you, to say to her juries what is truth, what is fact in this
case. Here is a deep and mysterious tragedy. In this
case of medical jurisprudence which it is your province to
comprehend, tell us ,vhat is truth, what is right? What
are the doctrines of physicians as to cases like this?
In entering the august presence, where justice sits enthroned, with the scales and the sword in her hands you will
be surrounded with crowds of eager faces, bending forwards to catch the least sound of your voice, and ,vatch the
possible emotions that may gather upon your brows.
Beneath you, cowering, trodden into the ashes of abasement, hi~ head bo,ved upon his aching breast, heavy with
grief and shame and bereavement, sits a fellow creature,
at the bar, on the trial of his life. The heavy hand of his
Maker hath smote him sore, that pitiable man; a deep and
painful tragedy has been wrought by his hand, and the
hue and the cry have followed him up hither, to claim
,vhere now alone it can be found, the appeal to God and
his country.
Kill him, kill him ; cut him off, cut
him off from amongst us, is the cry of the people. And
what shall the state do? Shall it command the grave to
be opened before his eyes, and he, a living man, to send
hi~ scared, unprepared, horror stricken, hurried from the
warm precincts of the cheerful day, to dwell in the dan1p,
and lonely, and infamous grave, on whose brink he stanus?
The learned counsel presses the accusation with all the
power of eloquence, and the wiles of art. The facts ~re
clear, and the prisoner. is as one lost. Upon the other side,
the advocate calmly, and with patient skill unravels every
1
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tangle d thread of the transac tion. He tells the whole
story of the prison er's life, and ad1nits and paints the cruel
event in the full streng th of its terribl eness. He points
out the nature of the law of the case, but-a nd here is our
powe r-he draws from the rich resour ces of our scienc e the
sure means of safety for the client; resour ces existin g no
where else, yet so power ful, so convin cing, so applic able,
that the hearts of the jury are seen to be touche d, and their
judgm ent alread y won, before the pleadi ng is over, or a
witnes s called on the part of the panne l. A deep and profound convic tion hath settled down upon your mind that
the prison er is unfort unate, not guilty ; most unhap py but
most guiltless. This is a medical convic tion. You know
the truth in the case as you know it in a fever or in any
inflam mation . You are comm anded to say to the jury
what you know upon the subjec t before the1n, and you
speak, under the sanctio n of an oath, the truth for weal or
for woe. Your kno,vl edge of_ the physic al and 1noral character of the accuse d; his habits in sickne ss, all his intellectual propen sities, furnish the means of illustra ting a great
truth relativ e to the nature and disord ers of the will. The
calm, dispas sionate voice of Mr. Esquir ol, the touchi ng a ppeals of Georg et, and the argu1n ents of Pritch ard and
Erskin e, are poured into the listeni ng ears of the jury, and
then that great cro,vd , and the jury themse lves, and all
those that cried out kill him-s lay him-c ut him off, with
one consen t approv e of the verdic t, which sets the prison er
free, and bids his wife and his trembl ing childre n go in
peace. The dark stain of the gibbet shall not attaint the
innoce nt boys nor she be left to her widow hood and shame .
Let men say, if they will, that your medic al testim ony
bas enlarg ed the murde rer, that you have weake ned the
bonds of the social compa ct, and cheate d the gallow s of its
due.
Venge ance is n1ine, saith the Lord, and I will repay it
-rest you conten t with the triump h of truth. Oh, magna
est veritas , et prreva lebit,- the power of truth, of medicat
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truth, could operate so miraculous a change in the minds
of the people who came up crying, kill him, kill him; but
now lo! they clap their hands for joy, that the power of
truth hath saved him. .
Pardon, I again entreat, this digression, into which I
have been enticed by my admiration for those en1inent
physicians of France, and England, and Germany, who
have so greatly contributed to elucidate the frequent irresponsibility of the human will, in circun1stances wherein .
for1nerly the victim of hallucinations and irresistible impulses, was treated like the wilful, and desperate, and malicious felon.
I have spoken to you of the power of our art. Let me
now ask your attention to its obligations.
The first and greatest is that which I hope has prompted
you, gentle1nen of the class, to take so great pains, as to
come up here from distant States to this seat of the medical
sciences. It is to master it, that y·o u may become fully
equal to its highest claims. This you will never do leisurely-playfully. No man can master it without toil, and
much toil.
o f3"o) {3p<lzv) n ~E 1r1:xvn µg,zpn o ~s "°'"Po) o~v) are the words of
Hippocrates, introductory to his aphorisms; and if he found
life short for the mastering of the learning of his early day,
what must be its comparative brevity now? It is true, as
he says, that art is long, and the opportunity for seizing it ·
swiftly gone. YOU will 1nake haste, then, to seize the
precious moments, when it is presented to your hands, to
take the good gifts, nor los~ the headlong occasion, which
may never return. Here, gentlemen, within these walls,
I dare to say the words-for the promise has been made to
you by my colleagues-here will be spread out for you a·
rich feast of reason,-here will be the whole vast comprehension of the chemical sciences, brought within the compass of a course of Lectures, by n1y learned friend the Professor. The entire range of the materia medica, gathered
from many sunny isles, 1nany distant coasts, many lofty Cor-
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dilleras, dug from the mine and wrest ed from the sea, all that
the sun has ripen ed ,vith bis ray, and all that the three
kingd oms of natur e have contr ibute d of balm for our suffer. ing race ; it shall be broug ht here, and show n to you with
the order and accur acy of an accou nt posted 11p to the last
hour. The terrible energ y of the surge on, and the trium phs
of that art will be manif ested to you. All the deep investigations that have broug ht to light the principles of life in
ages past, and in prese nt titne, will be set before your delighted view. The anato mical analy sis of the huma n body ,
will be done so clearly, so under stand ingly , in your sight,
that w bile you sit there on you seats, you shall seem to unlock every secret cabin et wher e the treasu res of life lie
hidde n : and then shall come anoth er instru ctor to tell
you how to make all these thing s work toget her for the
good of men. I, too, gentlemen, hope to have an humb le
share in this pleas ing labou r ; I shall teach you to know ,
and, perchance, to see, the nucle ated nucleus of the huma n
microcosm. I can demonstrate to you the mother-cells of
the germ , ,vhich unde r the miraculous poten cy of the spirit
of life, from an invisible speck, the three thous andth of an
_ inch in diame ter, rises and expan ds, and unrolls the nervous, and the muco us, and the vascu lar systems, granl1le
upon granu le, cell upon cell, organ upon organ , unti lamaz ing work -it is usher ed into the light ,of the world, and
impressed ,vith ~he signet of immortality. In doing this I
shall expos e to you in the clearest mann er that I am able,
all the steps of devel opme nt, the pheno mena and laws of
gestation, the natur e of labou r in every varie ty, with the
mean s of conducting it to a safe conclusion; I shall illustrate
the subject by all the mean s withi n my powe r, whet her of
memo ry, or reaso n, or art.
Now is the time·to maste r the principles of the profession,
to which you are devoted. When in full possession of those
principles, you will find it not very difficult to attain the
know ledge of the nume rous details of their applic~tion. We
propose to teach you medicine as it is know n to.day. You
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canno t dare to trifle along the road, and dally in the path.
The peopl e every wher e begin to appre ciate educa tion ..
The count ry is fast filling with brigh t spirits who have made
thems elves famil iar with whats oever has been achie ved of
late years ; whos e ears have drank in the word s of the great
men of Germ any, and Franc e, and Great Brita in. Take
heed -take heed that they leave you not far behin d. Work
well now. The habit of labou r estab lished in early life will
grow with its indul genc e-for learn ing hath this good quality, that it never satiat es, that it never palls upon the apetite, but ever crave s great er and yet riche r acquisitions to
press furthe r outw ards the dark zone that boun ds the brigh t
circle of know ledge . I urge you to labou r becau se you
are obser ved, you are mark ed men.
Do you expec t, upon return ing to your sever al place s of
abode , to be priva te citize ns any more ? Vain expe ctati onyou will have become publi c chara cters, and must live unde r
the eye of the publi c, who will meas ure your intelligence
by a high stand ard; every action ,vill be noted , and your
conve rsatio n will be repea ted from mout h to mouth.. You
must not be idler s-you must make progr ess in all that is
good. Stand still, but still, and you are left far behin d.
Swim on the flood of impro veme nt, or you are cast on the
shore amon g the useless rubbi sh that the stream bears on
its bosom , and scorns to float to the ocean . Will you dare
to enter the cham bers of the sick ,vith a farrag o of poisons
in your hand -for medicines are poisons excep t when used
with know ledge ? Will you stand up befor e a court and jury
to be n1ercilessl y quizz ed by a lawy er, or cast sham e upon
our art whos e bann er you prete nd to uphol d? Study then,
bend to the toil-- away ~very thought of pleas ure-p lace in
due order in the mind every new acquisition, store up the
great truths and unerr ing principles that shall be able ~to
come at youi.· biddi ng, and like revel ation s from on high,
teach you what is duty in the most trying scenes of your
life. Do y6u seek the diplo 1na-y ou must be quest ioned
first. No, not the diplo ma, not the testim onial -it is truth
\
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you seek -the know ledge , and the admin istrat ion of the
know ledge that shall estab lish you in worth y fellow ship in that good socie ty in which are comp rehen ded all
learn ed, benig n, uprig ht physi cians .
Your statio n is one of the 1nost confi dentia l chara cter.
Men and wome n, too, will open to you the secre t griefs and
sham es that oppre ss them -,vhe re is hono ur if you betra y
them ?
You will be often temp ted to deser t the path of duty unde r
some prete nce of doing good. Neve r do evil that good may
con1e. Have a care least you bring ruin on yours elves and
discre dit on all the breth ren. The occasions to err are
name d legion. Be temp erate -with out repro ach-c harit able. Chari ty is a grace to all men; to the physi cian indispensa ble: as a physi cian, witho ut it, thoug h you" may speak:
with the tongu es of men and of angel s, thoug h you may
have the gift of proph ecy, and thoug h you may under stand
all myste ries and all know ledge , and thoug h you 1nay have
faith that you ,voul d remo ve moun tains, you are nothi ng,
yon are becom e as sound ing brass or a tinkli ng cymb al."
Such are the oblig ations that are laid upon each and every
one of you now -this day.
Hovv great are the advan tages that those of you may
reap who 1nay be enabl ed successfully to cultiv ate the opportu nities of in1proving in know ledge , both theor etic and
pract ical!
The rewar ds of labou r are sure, if not large. The fees
of the physi cian are the Hono raria -the honou rable rewa rds
for intell ectua l labou r. Take a just view of the natur e and
varie ty of this comp ensat ion. Value s are deter mina te; you
canno t be paid with a price ; there is no tariff to be adjus ted
for health , nor an ad valor em for exem ption from death .
Henc e, when , at; a word and a glanc e, you save [one
from threa tened dissolution, and he recog nizes your services by a rewar d, it is the Hono rariu m-th e testim onial of
his gratit ude, not the meas ure of your servic e ; for that is
in1measurable. Now , when he prese nts you with a fee

(

'

30

)

proportioned to his ability, you should accept it,-an humble one from the poor, and a richer one from the rich. It
is convenient and proper to have some rule as a general
means of direction, and for the information of the people ;
but to measure all n1en by that rule is to be cruel as Procrustes. Must I say it ? y.es. Our profession is not in
general the road to wealth; it is a sure one to competency•
If it be riches you seek, make haste t0 seek them by s01ne
other action. You may find the golden prize in comrr1erce,in
the arts-even in agriculture. No ; your business in the
world is one of charity. You must never turn a deaf ear
to the cry of the poor. When you shall have become distinguished as practitioners, the poor will look upon you as
well as the rich. A word-a kind word-ah! what a con'
solation to the distressed and humble poor, from a rich and
eminent physician! What a treasure of balm poured into
the wounds of those who, alas ! have few resources save in
tears and silence !
And, lastly, among the advantages you are destined to
enjoy, among the most precious will be the love and affection of the people with whom you will be brought into contact and union. Should you become what our hopes foreshow, the children will climb your knees, and, as some good
pastor-or time-honoured cure-your presence will be hailed
as that of ·a friend, a member, a counsellor of the family.
You will, perhaps, have witnessed the birth of every one
of them, and as years roll on, those little forms which, when
you first saw them, were like flo,ver-buds unfolding on the
parent stem, they will have become strong men, and ready'
to take your place on the stage of action; but they will
venerate and respect you; and their children will be- as
your children; and if God grant you length of days, then,
"in the days when the keepers of the house shall tremble,
and the strong men shall bo,v themselves, and the grinders
cease because they are few ; and those that look out of the
,vindows shall be darkened; when the ahnond tree shall
flourish, or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the pitcher be
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broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern;"
they will love to guide your aged feet by the wayside, or
in the fields; and they will hasten to greet you reverently,
and with joy, as you shall come to the vine-covered porches
of the doors where, in by-gone years, you sat with their
fathers and friends, and tell the1n of the rise of their race
and its fortunes; and, perchance, with fervent memory,
speak to them of the beauty and holiness of those lovely
ones, who, amidst tears and weeping, and with long remembered love, were early snatched from the temptations
and the cares of this, to you, no\V weary, weary, ,veary
world.

